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residuary legatee of the school-board. But whichever way it
turns—health, housing, planning, or education—it now comes
up against a competing, complementary, or overriding county
council. And through reluctance to share a full-time medical
officer of health with neighbouring authorities, it has too often
had to fee a private practitioner instead of employing a special-
ist in preventive medicine.
In only one direction has the district grown in importance
In recent years. This is in land-use planning. In 1909 the dis-
trict was made the principal planning authority. This has had
considerable disadvantages, in that planning, to be effective,
needs co-ordinating with housing, hospitals, highways, and
schools, all of which have become wholly or mainly county
functions. Yet city-planners until recently retained the
district as a unit, regarding it as a real community and the
county as a merely artificial entity, and preferring to group
together districts with common interests under joint or regional
planning boards, regardless of county lines. In this way they
hoped to plan the suburban overspill along with the central
metropolis, rather than along with a predominantly rural county
whose chief interest in suburban development is the hope of
more rates.
Under the impact of the planners, we are now beginning to
think of new local areas, better adapted to our twentieth-cen-
tury needs. At the bottom is the ' neighbourhood/ a service-
area for a primary school, consisting therefore of some 5,000
people, or twice as many if a denominational as well as a
secular school is desired. Next comes the ' community* of
some 60,000 people, or enough to need a whole range of
secondary schools, including one grammar school; and it is
this standard size that has been adopted for minor units wish-
ing to have their own school executives, and also for new
towns. At the top of the new hierarchy comes the 'region';
for a modern metropolis can be satisfactorily envisaged only
In relation to the whole area that it serves and over which it
spills; and the region has accordingly been adopted as the
new unit for hospital administration.

